MINUTES
COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING FACULTY ORGANIZATION (CEFO)
Thursday, April 17, 2014, 12:30 PM

EPIC Building, Room G256
The following individuals signed the attendance sheet:

· COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING: R. Johnson, R. Smelser
· CIVIL ENGINEERING: J. Amburgey, M. Kane, O. Keen, S. Pulugurtha 
· ELECTRICAL AND COMPUTER ENGINEERING: R. Adams, N. Bousaba, J. Conrad, M. Hasan, S. Kamalasadan, V. Lukic, M. Manjrekar, M. Miri, A. Mukherjee, Z. Salami, R. Sass, Y. Zhang
· ENGINEERING MANAGEMENT: M. Ogle, E. Ozelkan
· ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY: T.Cavalline, D. Chen, J. Hildreth, D. Hoch, J. Kimble, T. Nicholas, P. Schmidt, D, Sharer, B. Sherlock, P. Tolley, N. Tymvios
· MECHANICAL ENGINEERING AND ENGINEERING SCIENCE: K. Lawton, S. Smith, H. Zhang
· OSDS: none 
· GUESTS: J. Stein, J. Edgecome, M. Herman, R. Shrakar
Documented attendance: 39 total.
1. Welcome

CEFO president Ari Mukherjee called the meeting to order at 12:32 p.m.  

2. Approval of Past Minutes (Ari Mukherjee)
A motion to approve the minutes of February 6, 2014 CEFO meeting was seconded and passed. Past minutes are kept on the CEFO website at http://www.coe.uncc.edu/faculty-and-staff/coe-faculty-organization.html
3. Election Discussion
The Following is the list of candidates for the upcoming CEFO election:

CEFO Executive Committee (2014-2015 Term)
CEFO President Elect:                         
Bruce Gehrig
CEFO Secretary:                                  
Quiming Wei
CEFO Parliamentarian:                       
Srinivas Pulugurtha
 
College P&T Review Committee (2014-2015 Term)
Electrical & Computer Engineering:                                       
Badrul Chowdhury
Civil & Environmental Engineering:                                        
Milind Khire
Mechanical Engineering & Engineering Science:                 
Matt Davies
Engineering Technology & Construction Management:    
Jeff Kimble / Deb Sharer
Systems Engineering & Engineering Management:             
Churlzu Lim
 
Unit Representatives to Faculty Council (2014-2015 Term)
Electrical & Computer Engineering:



Sukumar Kamalasadan
Civil & Environmental Engineering:                                          
Rajaram Janardhanam
Mechanical Engineering & Engineering Science:                   
Harish Cherukuri
Engineering Technology & Construction Management:       
Nan Byars / Barry Sherlock
Systems Engineering & Engineering Management:               
Sireli
 
College Reassignment of Duties Committee (2014-2015 Term)
Chairperson:                                                                                          Sheng Guo Wang
 
University Committees
Faculty Academic Policy and Standards Committee              
N. Tymvios, Tom Weldon
Faculty Competitive Grants Committee                                   
Hyunjoo Kim, Brigid Mullany
       Faculty IT Services Advisory Committee


       James Amburgey, Carlos Orozco
Faculty Legacy Scholarship Committee                              

Maciej Noras, Matt Davies
Faculty Research Grants Committee                                           David C. Weggel, Hyunjoo Kim
Graduate Council                                                                        
John Hildreth, Jonathan Bird
Undergraduate Course and Curriculum Committee                  Badrul Chowdhury, Mehdi Miri
4. College report (Dean Robert Johnson)
· State Budget:  Chancellor absorbed campus reversion, reversion did not affect COE.  As of now, the state is unwilling to provide pay raises to K – 12 education system.   
· Graduate tuition increment: $165,000 (25%) distributed to financial aid, $495,000 on equipment graduate education and research. Some equipment included: Free Form Optics Lab, systems analytics lab, ECE is designing lab space, CE Organic Contaminant Detection Lab. 
· Academic Affairs allocated $250,000 and COE covered the remaining $100,000 for undergraduate laboratory equipment purchases.  Some equipment includes: ME manufacturing system, fire testing gear, concrete washout pit, temperature bath, triaxial test equipment, multigenerators, and power supplies. 
· Admissions:  There is an overload in ME, looking at first choice/second choice system when students enroll. Considering raising admissions standards but we must be careful about diversity in the programs. 
· International Programs:  Two to three scholarships for COE students to attend University of Cantabria in Spain.   We have had a program with them in the past.  Have a program where a number of courses are offered in English (originally set up with Cornell). CE will be first to offer the scholarship, with requirements set high for student participation.  We want to start with successful students. 
· Alumni Position will be part-time, HR is dragging current search due salary requirements for the position.   

· External funding is up this year. $1.4 million from NCDOT from 7 projects.  Dean thanked PIs and CO-PIs for their effort. Dean congratulated Na Lu received a Career Grant from NSF.  Large Metrology Award. T. Hong was awarded a SAS Energy Analytics grant. 
· Search is underway for a Director of Mosaic.  We have four candidates coming to campus to interview. Jason Edgecombe is serving as interim Assistant Dean. 
· We are bringing three candidates to campus for the CE Chair position.  Jim Bowen is serving as the search committee chair. An offer is expected towards the end of May. 

6.  Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 1:00 p.m.  

