MINUTES
COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING FACULTY ORGANIZATION (CEFO)
Thursday, November 13, 2014, 12:30 PM
Lunch started at 12:00.
EPIC Building, Room G256
The following individuals signed the attendance sheet:

· COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING: R. Johnson, R. Smelser, M. Hermann, Dan Rowe, C. Bannetaud, B. Ardern, N. Hartley, J. Edgecombe, D. Furr, E. Meier, Regina Guyer.
· CIVIL ENGINEERING: J.D. Daniels, W. Fan, J. Gergely, O. Keen, M. Khire, D. Naylor, D. Weggel,  M. Whelan. 
· ELECTRICAL AND COMPUTER ENGINEERING: R. Adams, J. Bird, N. Bousaba, V. Cecchi, J. Conrad, J. Hudak, S. Kamalasadan, M. Manjrekar, F. Tranjan, R. Tsu, Cindy Boles.
· ENGINEERING MANAGEMENT: A. Galamkosin Ozelkan, D. Dunlow, 
· ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY: A. Brizendine, A. Browne, B. Gehrig, J. Hildreth, H. Kim, J. Kimble, N. Lu, T. Nicholas, D. Sharer, B. Sherlock, P. Tolley, S. Wang, R. Graley.
· MECHANICAL ENGINEERING AND ENGINEERING SCIENCE: H. Estrada, J. Hill, C. Knox, T. Beauregard, T. Schmitz, Scott Smith, K. Thorsett-Hill, C. Vermillion, Q. Wei, H. Zhang, John Brien (CPM).
· OSDS: D. Blackmon, T. Jordan, L. Thurman.G. Robinson. 
· GUESTS: Y. Baez, Rudy Shankar.
Documented attendance: 58 total.
1. Welcome

CEFO president Madhav Manjreka called the meeting to order at 12:30 p.m.  

2. Approval of Past Minutes (Qiuming Wei)
A motion to approve the minutes of September 18, 2014 CEFO meeting was seconded and passed. Past minutes are kept on the CEFO website at http://www.coe.uncc.edu/faculty-and-staff/coe-faculty-organization.html
3. Introduction of New Faculty & Staff
Dean Johnson introduced Bill Ardern, the new MOSAIC Director. 
Scott Smith introduced Christine Knox.

E. Ozelkan introduced new members of System Engineering.

A. Brizendine introduced new members of Engineering Technology.

4. Dean Johnson Recognized Faculty and Stuff who Have Worked for Certain Years in the College
The following table lists the people who received recognition by Dean Johnson. The table is from Jennifer Eklund (Dean’s Office)

	Name 
	Years of Service
	Name
	Years of Service

	Ted Brown
	28
	Wendy Meier
	16

	Terry Rhodes
	27
	Yolanda McIlwaine 
	15

	Jimmie Miller
	23
	Jason Edgecombe
	15

	Donna Furr
	22
	Dave Whisler
	15

	John Brien
	22
	Greg Caskey
	14

	Mike Moss
	21
	Lebra Nance
	14

	Dan Rowe
	20
	Linda Thurman
	14

	Billie Jo Schweitzer
	19
	Joye Palmer
	13

	Jane Stewart
	19
	Cricket Bonnetaud 
	12

	Madelyn Wilson
	18
	Tracy Beauregard 
	10

	Rodney Dyer
	17
	Rick Graley
	10

	Mike Hermann
	17
	Franklin Green
	10

	Gina Robinson
	16
	Beverly Guessford
	10


Each person recognized by the Dean received a small gift from the College.
5. 2014 Excellence in Teaching Awards for Undergraduate and Graduate teaching
The following is from Jennifer Eklund’s script (with minor modifications).

This is the top College award for teaching excellence. Each recipient will receive a framed certificate and a $1000 award, which will be included in the December 15th payroll check. 
Recipient of the Undergraduate Award in Teaching Excellence, Dr. Tara Cavalline from the department of Engineering Technology & Construction Management. Dr. Cavalline is unable to attend today’s event, she is attending a conference in Kansas City. Dr. Cavalline is passionate when it comes to teaching; she genuinely cares for the students and has an approachable demeanor. She makes every effort to know each of her students and their personalities. Dr. Hildreth noted, “Students want to take her classes, because of the care and creativity she has devoted to teaching, and seek her out as a senior design mentor, because of the time and effort she dedicates to their success.” Dr. Cavalline has taught, developed, and made significant enhancements to over twelve courses in the ETCM department. She is committed to supporting and has established the Women in Construction Club, and is directly affiliated with the National Association of Women in Construction (NAWIC). She has co-mentored a team of undergraduate students who competed in the American Concrete Institute (ACI)/American Society of Construction Contractors (ASCC) Concrete Construction Competition. This year’s ACI/ASCC Construction Competition won 1st place, a highly prestigious accomplishment in a competition entered by over 50 teams from engineering schools in the US and abroad. She maintains her focus on students and continues to improve the programs in the college with her high level of professionalism and “lead by example” mentality. 
Recipient of the Graduate Award in Teaching Excellence,  Dr. Matthew Whelan of the department of Civil & Environmental Engineering. Dr. Whelan cares about the learning process of his students and approaches an active learning environment he calls, “Engaging the Engineer” and “Engaging the Digital Learner.” He has developed “workshop” sessions where course problems, are featured as real-world extensions of the course material. Students are encouraged to work together on these challenging problems. For the digital learner, Dr. Whelan piloted an effort to develop a supplemental digital instructional course pack to reach the increasingly digital and visual style of learners.  The workshops have energized the active learners and nurtured the teaching capabilities of his graduate TA’s. From a student comment in his Advanced Structures class “this is one of the harder classes I’ve taken, but it’s a great class.” Another student comments, “Dr. Whelan is a great professor and has a great technique for explaining the material.” They find him well organized, prepared and always available in his office to answer questions. For the past three years, Dr. Whelan also serves as faculty advisor to the UNC Charlotte mixed Graduate/Undergraduate team competing in the ASCE/AISC Student Steel Bridge Competition, a featured event at the annual ASCE Carolina Conference.  Dr. Whelan is a talented instructor who cares about student learning, he is an outstanding teacher. 
Nominees and those who served on the selection committees.  Dr. Ryan Adams, Dr. Don Chen, Dr. Brigid Mullany, Dr. David Naylor, Dr. Ron Sass, & Ms. Karen Thorsett-Hill.
The faculty selection committee members:  Yogendra Kakad, Martin Kane, Scott Kelly, Carlos Orozco, Srinivas Pulugurtha, Tony Schmitz, & Farid Tranjan.
Some of our student selection committee members: Luke Berglind, Stephen Clark, Raka Goyal, Tyler McClung, Ashish Panday, Thomas Simpson, Seth Spears, & Dylan Stobbe. 
6. Recognition of Accomplishments of other Faculty Members
Dr. Na Lu (ETCM)—NSF CAREER Award. 
Dr. Tao Hong (SEEM)—The Power and Energy (PES) Technical Council Distinguished Service Award for “outstanding leadership of the Global Energy Forecasting Competition for the Power System Planning & Implementation Committee” 
Dr. Ertunga Ozelkan & Dr. Churlzu Lim (SEEM)—Best Paper Award from the 2014 Institute of Industrial Engineers Industrial and Systems Engineering Research Conference, Lean Systems Track for the co-authored paper with their doctoral student Edil Demirel.

Dr. Steve Patterson (MEES)—ASPE Lifetime Achievement Award.

Dr. Babak Parkhideh & Dr. J Enslin (ECE)—Best Presentation Award at IEEE Energy Conversion Congress and Exhibition.

Dr. Srinivas Pulugurtha (CEE)—Best Research Paper Award by ASCE Transportation & Development Institute.

Dr. Shengguo Wang (ETCM)—Nomination Award as one of the Five Finalist Papers for the 26th IEEE Chinese Control & Decision Conference.

7. Reappointment and Promotion
· Thomas Nicholas (ETCM)—Reappointment as Assistant Professor.
· Wesley Williams (ETCM)— Reappointment as Assistant Professor.   
· Abasifreke Ebong (ECE)—Conferral of Tenure for Promotion to Associate Prof.
· Miguel Pando (CEE)—Conferral of Tenure for Promotion to Associate Prof.
· Promotion to Associate Professor with Permanent Tenure: John Hildreth (ETCM); Praveen Ramaprabhu (MEES).
· Promotion to Full Professor—John Daniels (CEE); Srinivas Pulugurtha (CEE); Tony Schmitz (MEES); David Weggel (CEE); Qiuming Wei (MEES) 
6.  Adjournment (Madhav Manjrekar)
The meeting was adjourned at 1:10 p.m.  

